DEATH   OF   PETTY   OFFICER   EVANS

less. But better things were in store for them.
They decided to steer for a moraine under
Buckley Island, and, pulling in crampons, they
reached it after crossing some steep slopes with
big crevasses. The moraine was obviously of

freat interest, and as they were now sheltered
om the wind Scott decided to camp and
spend the rest of the day studying its geology.
They were overshadowed by perpendicular
cliffs of Beacon sandstone through which ran
several coal seams* From one of these Wilson
picked up some plant impressions, including
a piece of coal with beautifully traced leaves
in layers. The weight of the geological speci-
mens gathered on the way down the Beard-
more Glacier was 35 lb,, a terrible additional
burden for men in their condition with still
so much further to go.

There were 3! days* rations at both the
Upper and Middle Glacier Depot, which did
not allow for any great delay among ice-falls.
Going up the glacier they had been able to
avoid the worst places, but coming down
they could never see what was ahead, and
time after time went over a slope to find them-
selves in the middle of very bad pressure-ice
where it was impossible to tell which way to
turn. Thus on the day after leaving the Upper
Glacier Depot c. . . suddenly we found our-
selves in pressure. Then came the fatal
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